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FOR STATE/ AID 

E. 0.11658 N/A 
TAGS: EAIDVNVSCBLA 

SUB J : GOJ ASSISTANCE TO INDOCHINA: $2 MILLION CONTRIBUTION 
TO INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

1. PRESS REPORTS THAT GOJ CABINET WILL DECIDE AT MEETING 
MAR 16 TO EXTEND YEN500 MILLION ( ABOUT $2 MILLION) IN GRANT 
AID TO INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS IN GENEVA FOR USE OF ITS 
INDOCHINA OPERATION GROUP IN INDOCHINA. FUNDS WILL COME 
FROM JFY 1972 RESERVE FUND. 

2. HANABUSA, DEPUTY HEAD, FIRST SEA DIVISION, ASIAN AFFAIRS 
BUREAU, FONOFF, CONFIRMED THAT PRESS REPORT WAS ACCURATE 
AND SAID THAT HE ANTICIPATED FAVORABLE CABINET ACTION ON 
MATTER. ( HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE SURPRISE AT LEAK.) 
GRANT, BEING MADE IN RESPONSE REQUEST FROM IRC, WILL BE IN 
FORM CASH FOR USE AT DISCRETION INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 
ALTHOUGH GOJ WILL EXPRESS HOPE THAT IN SPENDING FUNDS, AN 
APPROPRIATE BALANCE BE OBSERVED IN THEIR USE VIS- A- VIS NVN 
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AND SVN. CASH GRANT MAY ALSO BE USED FOR OVERHEAD EXPENSES 
OF IRC IF IT WISHES IN LIGHT OF ITS FINANCIAL PROBLEMS IN THIS 
AREA. 

INGERSOLL 
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